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-  M E S S A G E  F R O M  T H E  H E A D T E A C H E R  -  

Itõs Official! 

Canons High is an Outstanding School.  

 
It is with great delight that I can now formally announce that Canons High School has received the highest possible rating 
from Ofsted, following an inspection on 28

th
 and 29

th
 April 2010. Since the rigorous new inspection framework was 

introduced in September, less than 10% of secondary schools nationally have been judged to be outstanding.  
You will see from the report that we have many reasons to celebrate and how proud we are of how the way in which the 
school has been described by Ofsted. 
 
 ñCanons High School is an outstanding school. The vast majority of parents and students think 

very highly of the education and support it provides. The excellent care and dedication of staff 
ensures that students, including the most vulnerable, make good progress, feel very safe and 
develop into rounded individualsò (Ofsted 2010) 

 
Inspectors were full of praise for the behaviour and attitude of our students:  
 ñThe vast majority of students behave extremely wellò (Ofsted 2010) 
 
We are particularly pleased with the judgements for our new Sixth Form. To receive such high grades after such a short 
period of time is a testament to the excellent leadership and high quality teaching provided by our staff, as well as the 
hard work and motivation of our wonderful students.  
 ñExcellent leadership and management have rapidly developed the Sixth Form and have improved 
 provision and outcomesò (Ofsted 2010) 
 
 ñThrough their excellent teamwork, the Headteacher, senior leaders and other staff have improved 
 the schoolò (Ofsted 2010) 
 

 
We are very grateful for the overwhelming positive support from you as parents 
and carers in all that we do for your children. It was also extremely pleasing to 
know that our students, your children, think we are excellent too. They were 
tremendous ambassadors during the inspection. 
 
In 2007 we were judged to be a good school with outstanding features so, in just 
three years, we have grown into an outstanding school. I am confident that with 
our shared drive and ambition, Canons High School will continue to become an 
even better school as we continue to work very hard, and in partnership, towards 
reaching challenging targets for improvement. 
 
Thank you for your continuing ñoutstandingò support for Canons High School 
 
Lynn Rowlands  
Headteacher 



 

-   DATES  FOR  YOUR  DI ARY  -  

Wed 26th May - Year 10 Biology Zoo Trip 
 
Mon 31st May  -  Spring HALF TERM.  
Mon 7th June - Students return. Registration at 8:45. 

BEST ATTENDANCE  
 

26th April -  30th April 

8JC, 10AS, 10BM, 10BR, 
10MM & 10PM 

all achieved  

100% 
 

Very Well Done !  

THOUGHT  
FOR THE  

WEEK  
( week beginning May 17th ) 

 

Believe in yourself. 

 

tƭŜŀǎŜ ŘƻƴΩǘ ŦƻǊƎŜǘ 
to bring your tokens 

in for us. 
 

Our token collection 
point is in the library. 

What the well dressed cavalryman was 
wearing in 1644. 

Roundheads 
& Cavaliers  

by Ms. M. Stephenson 
 History Department 

 

The country divided. Family 
loyalties tested. Brother pitched 
against brother. To understand 
the English Civil War is to 
understand much of how our 
nation is structured today. 
The English Civil War is a key topic in 
students history studies which is why all 
Year 8 students undertook an exiting visit 
to the National Army Museum in London 
at the end of April. The museum has an 
impressive collection of authentic and 
replica weapons and armour which all the 
students were able to touch and hold 
during a special workshop. Volunteers 
were then able to try on clothing and 

armour as worn by musketeers, pikemen 
and cavalry. Actually holding real 
cannonballs, carrying a 5 foot musket, or 
struggling with a 12 foot long pike gave 
the students a real insight into the bloody 
and violent nature of warfare in the 17th 
Century, especially when enriched with 
contemporary reports and experiences as 
ǊŜƭŀȅŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ƳǳǎŜǳƳΩǎ ƎǳƛŘŜǎΦΦ  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Afterwards, the students visited the 

galleries within the museum. They were 
well prepared on the day, and impressed 
the museum staff with their curiosity, 
courtesy and interest in the period. The 
trip was a great success and we hope to 
repeat the experience in future years. 

England has only had one Civil War in its 
history. Between 1642 and 1649 it 
claimed the lives of over 80,000 people at 
a time when the population of the 
country was only 4 million! It was waged 
between the Royalist supporters of the 
King, Charles I,  and the Parliamentarian 
forces of the early English government. 
Fought over power and the right to rule, 
religious, social and class issues also 
became entwined in the struggle which 
ended with the king defeated and 
executed,  and England ruled for a short 
time as a republic. 

HOLOCAUST 
WORKSHOP 
DAY 

On Thursday 29th April, the whole 
of Year 9 were involved in a 
Holocaust Workshop day. 
The day was a cross-departmental 
collaboration between History, 
/ƛǘƛȊŜƴǎƘƛǇΣ w9 ŀƴŘ aŜŘƛŀΦ ¸ŜŀǊ фΩǎ 
listened to presentations by the two 
Sixth Form students, Sahel Zarrien and 
Ben Wariach, who had visited the Nazi 
death camp at Auschwitz last autumn as 
ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ Ω[Ŝǎǎƻƴǎ ŦǊƻƳ !ǳǎŎƘǿƛǘȊΩ 
project. They had created a video diary 
of their experiences which really brought 
into stark reality this terrible tragedy. 
 
Students later had the privileged 
opportunity to listen to two guest 

speakers, gentlemen who had actually 
lived through and survived the Holocaust 
experience. Both speakers gave an 
amazing account of their lives as young 
boys growing up in Austria and Germany 
during the 1930s and 40s. 
In the afternoon the students undertook 
tasks to reflect their emotions about the 

Holocaust. Each form class worked to 
create a display based on their 
understanding of the Holocaust 
experience. This display now stands in 
the foyer area outside the hall as a 
testimony to the day. 
 

All students worked exceptionally well 
and there was a real sense of how 
relevant and important remembering 
the Holocaust still is today. The Ofsted 
inspectors took a particular interest in 
the day and were impressed with the 
ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΩ ŀōƛƭƛǘȅ ǘƻ ōŜ ǎŜƴǎƛǘƛǾŜ ŀƴŘ 
reflective.  
Well done to Year 9 and Sixth Form 
students for making this special  
workshop such a great success. 

by Miss. M. Stephenson      Humanities 


