
-  MESSAGE FROM THE HEADTEACHER -  
2009: A Very Good Year!  
 

As this is our last Newsletter of 2009 it is important to reflect on and to celebrate our tremendous achievements. Here 
are just a few of them: 

We achieved our best ever GCSE results. 

Our fabulous new post-16 building opened with a record number of students in our Sixth Form. 

We achieved the prestigious International School Award, the only High School in Harrow to have achieved this. 
 

We have had a very busy term with staff and students involved in many successful and exciting initiatives. As we enter 
the last week of term, staff and students are still very busy adding the final touches to our production of High School 
Musical. All of them are, Iôm sure, looking forward to having some time to relax and take a well-deserved break.  
 

At the end of term Mrs M. Nasser, our School Business Manager and valued member of our Senior Leadership Team, 
will be leaving us to take up a new post. On behalf of the whole school, I would like to thank her for her contribution to 
the continuing success of Canons High and wish her the very best for the future. 
 

I would like to remind you that school will close for the Christmas Holiday at 12.15pm on Friday 18
th

 December. 
Students should return to school at the usual time of 8.45am on Monday 4

th
 January.  

We would like to thank our students, staff, parents and governors and all our many other supporters for a year of very 
good progress. It means a lot to us. 
We wish you a very happy and restful festive season and a healthy and even more successful New Year.  

L. Rowlands  

BRILLIANT 

BIOLOGY
On Monday 30th November, 8 AS 
students joined me on a Biology 
trip to the Natural History 
Museum in South Kensington.  
The day was designed to show the 
students the different types of 
activities and research Biological 
scientists undertake at the museum, and 
to stimulate their interest in some fields 
of Biology they may not have been aware 
of. To start the day, we were shown 
around the new Darwin centre and then 
given a tour of the Molecular Biology 
laboratories. Here the students were 
shown how DNA from unknown 
specimens is extracted and analysed to 
identify accurately which species it is 
from, or whether it is entirely new to 

science. The strength of our stomachs 
was then tested by a forensic 
entomologist who gave us a lecture on 
how insects can be used in a range of 
legal cases such as ascertaining whether 
or not confiscated Cannabis was home 
grown or imported and when a decaying 
corpse last drew breath!  

T h e 
afternoon 
w a s 
s p e n t 

undertaking a 
fascinating classification 

activity with different 
ǎƘŜƭƭǎ ŦƻƭƭƻǿŜŘ ōȅ ŀƴ ŀƳŀȊƛƴƎ ΨōŜƘƛƴŘ 
ǘƘŜ ǎŎŜƴŜǎΩ ǘƻǳǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƭŀōƻǊŀǘƻǊƛŜǎ ŀƴŘ 
the store rooms where over 7 million 
specimens are kept. Highlights of the 
tour included the only known specimen 
of the 8 metre long Giant Squid (known 
ŀǎ Ψ!ǊŎƘƛŜΩύΣ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ŘǳŎƪ ōƛƭƭŜŘ 
platypuses to be seen outside Australia 
and even some  of  the  samples 

brought back in 1836 by Sir Charles 
5ŀǊǿƛƴ  ŦǊƻƳ Ƙƛǎ ǾƻȅŀƎŜǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ Ψ.ŜŀƎƭŜΩΗ  
 
I was especially proud of our Canons 
ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ǿƘŜƴ ǘƘŜ ƭŜŀŘŜǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŘŀȅΩǎ 
activities told me at the end that all the 
staff at the museum had been very 
ƛƳǇǊŜǎǎŜŘ ōȅ ƻǳǊ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΩ ƪŜŜƴƴŜǎǎ 
demonstrated throughout the day. 
 
Mr M. Barrett 
Deputy Head of Science 
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-   DATES  FOR  YOUR  DI ARY  -  

Wed 16th Dec - High School Musical  Opening Night - 7.30 pm - Tickets available 

Thur 17th Dec - High School Musical  Second Night   - 7.30 pm             NOW 
 

Fri 18th Dec - Last Day of Term - Students leave at 12:15 
Mon 4th Jan - Students return - School starts at 08:45 

DO NOT  
STARE!      

Why do Psychology 
students regularly 
visit London Zoo? 
The answer, gorillas exhibit complex 
social behaviour very similar to humans.  
Recently, a zoo guide even asked our 
students not to stare at the gorillas so 
much. It was really stressing them out ! 

BEST 
 ATTENDANCE  

30th Nov -  4th Dec 

9HM - 98.7% 
 

7th Dec -  11th Dec 

8AL - 95.8% 

Well Done!  

 
 
 

HAVE YOU CHECKED YOUR 
���,�/�>���[�^���������K�h�E�d���Z�������E�d�>�z�M 
tƭŜŀǎŜ ǊŜƳŜƳōŜǊ ǘƻ ƪŜŜǇ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ 

school dinner account topped up. 
 

www.parentpay.com 

Not Just a Careers Day,  
Canons Careers Day!  
Card tricks, fire fighter suits, lime green stilettos, 
bright chiffon blouses and a very tall man with a loud 
booming voice in a British Army camouflage uniform 
 

- Scenes reminiscent of a seasonal pantomime perhaps, or a 
festive fancy dress party? But the incident that brought Harrow 
Police out in force (no pun intended) was neither party nor 
pantomime and so important that the Borough Commander 
himself attended ς this was no ordinary police incident - this was 
Careers Day - Canons Careers Day! 
With a line up of 10 guest speakers from career sectors as diverse 
as fashion and policing; communications and sports science; the 
army and hospitality; maths careers and journalism, it promised 
ǘƻ ōŜ ŀ ƎǊŜŀǘ Řŀȅ ŀƴŘ ƛǘ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ŘƛǎŀǇǇƻƛƴǘΦ 
 

Jonathan Carter our Applied Mathematician from Imperial College 
no less, bamboozled students with his nifty card tricks ς άƳŀǘƘǎ 
ƴƻǘ ƳŀƎƛŎέ ƘŜ ƛƴǎƛǎǘŜŘΤ {ŀƭƭȅ .ȅǊƴŜ ŀ ŦŀǎƘƛƻƴ ōǳȅŜǊ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ CŀƛǘƘ 
Group treated us all to a glimpse of the latest trends whilst Garry 
Giles, a local lad who went to Stag Lane primary, recalled his 
journey from Postman to Head of Client Management at Royal 
aŀƛƭΣ άȅƻǳ ŎƻǳƭŘ Řƻ ƛǘ ǘƻƻΣέ ƘŜ ǎŀƛŘΦ CǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ŦƻǳǊ-star Riverside 
Park Plaza Hotel on the embankment, Human Resources Manager 
Emma Hickie offered a glimpse of life in the lap of luxury and 
{ƛƳƻƴŜ .ŀƛǊŘΣ CŜŀǘǳǊŜǎ 9ŘƛǘƻǊ ŀǘ ¢ƛƳŜ hǳǘΣ ǳƴǾŜƛƭŜŘ ŀƴ ΨŜȄŎƭǳǎƛǾŜΩ 
on life as a Journalist.  As well as finding a willing student to don 
the fire fighter clobber, (very fetching), Carole Newton, the 1st 
woman in the London Fire Service to be promoted to Crew 
Manager, inspired her audience with an account of her career 
progression. For the sports fanatics amongst us, Ben Rawlings 
gave an excellent account of his role as Sports Development 
Officer at Barnet Football Club, and Phil Henney, in booming 
voice, surprised many with the variety of roles available by joining 
ǘƘŜ ŀǊƳȅ όǿŜƭƭΣ ȅƻǳ ǿƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ŀǊƎǳŜ ǿƛǘƘ ƘƛƳ ǿƻǳƭŘ ȅƻǳΚύΦ  !ƴŘ 
just to add a little variety to the mix, Angela Gill from the 
Apprenticeship Service highlighted the benefits of  

apprenticeships, which for some 
students could be a viable 
alternative to college or 
university ς especially those 
ǿƘƻΩǾŜ ŀƭǊŜŀŘȅ ŎƘƻǎŜƴ ǘƘŜ 
career sector they feel they 
want to enter. 
Chief Superintendent Dal Babu 
and his team made no arrests 
at the scene; instead they 
succeeded in gaining the 
interest of a number of 
students, some of whom, 
(Georgia), are now seriously 
considering a career in 
policing ς job well done! (pun intended). 
 

So the morning was a great success and to round the day off, in 
the afternoon students had the opportunity to plan their own 
career pathways by exploring a variety of useful careers websites. 
My thanks to Ms Morcombe, Mr Litchfield, our Guest Speakers, 
Year 11 students and everyone else whose help with the 
preparation and on the day, made it the great success it was. 

NOT JUST A CAREERS DAY - �����E�K�E�[�^�������Z�����Z�^�������z 
 

by Mrs B. Nuttall  Careers Manager 

TeenIssues.co.uk was formed to offer a unique 
reference point on what teenagers want to know. 
It's hard to be a teen. We knew this when we established 
TeenIssues.co.uk and recruited experts on all matters teen-
related to contribute to the site. It is our hope that TeenIssues 
can address all of the perils and pitfalls that come with being a 
teen, offering teens interesting features, practical advice, and 
basic answers to all of their own questions. 

�/�š�[�•�����o�•�}���Z���Œ���������]�v�P���š�Z�����‰���Œ���v�š���}�(�������š�����v�J 
The information we offer and the subjects we cover are also a 
great source for curious, concerned or confused parents. 

Thought for the Week   ( Dec 14th -  Dec 18th ) 
�µ�-�X�V�W���E�H�F�D�X�V�H���\�R�X���G�L�V�D�J�U�H�H���Z�L�W�K���V�R�P�H�R�Q�H�� 
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