
Tel: 020 8951 5780    Fax: 020 8731 1460   or   Website:  www.canonshighschool.org.uk  

Issue 25                                                                                                                                                       22
nd

 June 2009  

 

The Peace Wish Tree, 
under construction 

and then later, 
adorned with ówishesô. 

- MESSAGE FROM THE HEADTEACHER - 

Punctuality  
This half term we are continuing with our drive to improve punctuality to school. We are very pleased to report that student 
punctuality has shown a 54% improvement. We would like to thank the vast majority of students for their excellent response to 
this initiative and to parents who have been overwhelmingly supportive. Our challenge is now to encourage persistently late 
students and their parents of the importance of developing reliable and responsible habits with regard to time-keeping.  
 

Year 8 and 9 Exams  
As the GCSE exams draw to a close, our Year 8 and 9 students have been busy revising for their exams in the core subjects of 
English, Maths and Science this week.  
 
Reminders  I would like to give you two reminders: 
 

Firstly, Friday, 3rd July will be a Staff Training Day, so school will be closed to students. 

 The school will be open for business as usual on Monday, 6th July.  
 

Secondly, School will close for the summer holiday at 12.30pm on Wednesday 15th July.  

 Please note that the new academic year will begin for students on Monday, 7th September. 
 

L. Rowlands  

Professional Artist Visit  
Canons High Art students in years 8, 9 & 10 were fortunate enough to get to 
work with a professional artist when she visited the school earlier this term.  
 
Local artist Poulomi Desai  runs creative arts group USURP.  You may have seen her 
work as part of the ñArt on London Undergroundò series, under the title ñRed 
Threads.ò Poulomi gave a talk about her artistic practice, giving an insight to 
our young budding artists into the possibilities and 
opportunities available to them should they decide 
to follow that career path. 
 
Students then worked on a ñPeace Wish Treeò, a 
community art piece that reflected the identities, 
backgrounds and desires of the students at Canons 
High School. The completed tree was a part of the 
Canons Cluster Group community day held at 
Chandos Recreation ground on Saturday 17th May, 
where our year 10 students gave members of the 
public the opportunity to create and then offer their 
own art work ówishesô onto the tree. 
 
Ms N Gadd  
Head of Art 
 
 
 
Special thanks to Anita Najibi, Lina Nasser, Karisma 
Patel, Jazz Jordan, Ryan Shirley, Hayley Adams, 
Jahlina Jenkins, Deimante Maceikonyte, Joseph 
Darko, Fiolla Saraci, Komal Rana and Vibakhar 
Srikandakumar for their contribution to this project. 



 

- ATTENDANCE - 
  

 

1
st

 - 5
th 

June  

 8JGL  96.9%  

 9MM   97.6%  

 10SM   94.5%  

 

Well Done 9MM  

Mon 22 nd June  - Year 8 & 9 Core Subject Exams Week starts  
Wed 24 th June  - New Parents Evening  6.30pm.  
Mon 29 th June  - Sports Day. Students must be at school by 8.15 at the latest!  
 
SPECIAL NOTICE - We have been informed that the railway foot bridge between Turner Road 

     and Dean Drive is closed for the next 4 -6 weeks for repairs.  

-   DATES  FOR  YOUR  DI ARY  -  

THUMBS UP FOR  
INFECTIOUS LEARNING!  
In the week before half -term, Mr Meigag and Ms Nicholasô Year 10 Science 
students investigated bacteria by testing their own hygiene standards in 
class.  
   
Students examined cleanliness in two ways: first, they pressed an unwashed 
thumb onto a dish of agar (a gelatin-like substance that allows bacteria to grow), 
and then after washing their hands, pressed their washed thumb onto another 
dish of the same medium. The results were shocking!!  After a few days all 
groups found bacterial colonies growing on their óunwashed thumbô samples. In 
some cases, up to five different species of bacteria were found. Whereas results 
for the ówashed thumbô samples were also surprising as all samples again 
showed signs of bacterial growth, although in slightly reduced quantities. 
 
Gasps and cries of ñYuk!ò and ñThatôs disgusting!ò rang throughout the lab during 
the sessions and, fortunately, students were reluctant to leave without washing 
their hands ï twice!  Letôs hope the lesson learnt here is one that will spread! 
 
Ms. Nicholas  
Science Department 

BETTER UNDERSTANDING OF MATHS  
The way that Maths is taught in schools has changed several times over the years, 
so here is an opportunity to find out more about how the KS3 Maths curriculum is 
being taught and how you can help your child with Maths.  
 

The Canons High Maths Department is arranging 2 more sessions during this term when 
the parents and carers of our Year 8 students can come in and see for themselves the 
current Maths teaching, as well as the  principles and methods. These two sessions will 
run between 5.30 - 7.00 on Thursday 25 th June & Monday 6 th July.  
Please ring the school if youôd like to attend and further details will be sent on to you.  
 

We look forward to seeing you there, 
The Maths Department  

CARNEGIE  
MEDAL  
UPDATE  
Following on from the Carnegie Medal 2009 article in the 
last newsletter, our young readers have been very busy 
writing their own reviews of this years shortlisted books.  
 
It can be very revealing to see what our children really think so 
why not visit the Carnegie Medal website where Canons High 
school has its own reviewersô page and read a few.  
 
Just visit www.carnegiegreenaway.org.uk/shadowingsite/
reading_groups.php and click on C for Canons High and then 
click on our schools name. Well done to them all. 
 
Adele Franklin  
Librarian 

Yuk!  An unwashed thumb bacteria sample. 

GCSE Design & Technology 
and Art Exhibition  

Preparations are already underway for the annual Art and 
D&T exhibition of GCSE Students submitted exam work.  
 
Both Departments are very 
pleased with the high 
standard of work that has 
been produced by their 
respective students this year 
and are looking forward to 
exhibiting it for the benefit of 
the contributorsô parents and 
carers, the school Governors 
and other specially invited 
guests. 
 
Mr D Fowler  
Department Assistant 
 

 
Artwork by Atrik Gadoya 


