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Education is a social process. Education is growth. Education is, not a  

preparation for life; education is life itself  -  John Dewey   

Hope 

for 

Haiti by Guleid Farah & Jermain Dunkley  

 

On the 12th January 2010 at 4:53PM in the afternoon, the country of Haiti was hit by a 

massive Earthquake, the likes of which have never been seen before. Measuring 7.0 on the 

Richter Scale, no one could have predicted it would have happened, let alone been that 

devastating. So far 212,000 deaths have been confirmed and 1.2 million people have been 

declared homeless.  

Haiti is one of the Caribbean islands alongside the Dominican Republic. It is the poorest 

country in the western hemisphere and has been known for its dark history of Voodoo and 

historical fights.  

The Earthquake caused major damage to the capital of Haiti, Port-au-Prince and other sur-

rounding areas. Two hours later about 8pm After-Shocks occurred in the area which had 

magnitudes of about 4.3 and 5.9ðafter 9 hours, 32 aftershocks had been reported.  

Rescue teams were soon sent in to find people after the earthquake and other countries 

pledged funds for search teams and medical supplies.  

The neighbouring countries were the first to send food and medical supplies and soon this 

became worldwide. Now many people are living  in camps or on the streets. However the 

government of Haiti issued a plan to take the citizens out using ferries.  

Even countries like the United States and Canada were offering to take some Haitians into 

their home for the time being.   

Looking at the damage it looks like it will definitely take time to rebuild everything. Many 

people have donated from all over the world to help the poor citizens of  Haiti.  

Recently, media mogul Simon Cowell has made a charity single based on REMôs hit track 

ñEverybody Hurtsò featuring  Mariah Carey, Kylie Mino-

gue, and Leona Lewis, this will be a track not to be sniffed 

at. A future chart hit is on the cards, with all proceedings 

going to Haiti. This is just one of the ways that people 

around the world are donating money using a variety of 

methods, to lend a helping hand to the poorest country in 

the western hemisphere. 

I think when I say this I say it with everyone, that our hearts 

all go out to everyone who put effort in to donating money 

to help the people of Haiti and also to the people who are still hanging onto life. Canons 

students and staff generously did their bit too, with a non-uniform day, a massive teddy 

bear raffle, a Poetry Slam in the Library and staff v. students footballðthe final total raised 

with be reported next month. 

What did you do over Half 

Term?  

Some Half Term  

Activities  

suggested by  

Carmen Axinte  

 
Swimming  

Cinema  

Go to the Park  

Read a book  

Go to the library  

Do some shopping  

Do your homework  

Relax at home  

Go and meet your friends  

Computer Games  



In his new monthly column  

Tasneef shares his thoughtsðthis 

month the origins of Valentineôs Day 

Hello and a Happy Valentineôs Day 

 

Why did St Valentineôs Day start? Every February we cele-

brate but why? Well Valentine was a priest. He lived at the 

time of the Roman Empire and they had rules about men 

and women being together. Why that rule?  They thought if 

men had no wives they would make better soldiers!  One 

day the evil Emperor of the city decided enough was 

enough and  he wanted to make an example of Valentineð

he sent his soldiers round to his house. At that time Valen-

tine was married but luckily enough his wife managed to 

escape   Valentine didnôt, so he faced jail.  

Valentine tried to keep cheerful, people slipped notes to him 

saying they loved him. The jail ownerôs daughter and Val-

entine became friends. One day Valentine sent her a card 

saying thank you for being my friend and thatôs how Valen-

tineôs Day started.  

 

So remember fans,  love can never ever be beaten. Truer 

words were never spoken Happy Valentineôs Day 

Brilliant Brooke  

Visits Canons High 

By Sobanan Narenthiran  

 
Last month the very talented singer Brooke  

visited Canons High.  

 

She is a 16 year old from the small island of Malta, 

and from that very 

small island she is 

now a European 

Pop Star.  She 

started singing at 

the age of 4 and 

took a very keen 

interest in dance 

lessons which contributed to her success in various 

competitions and concerts in Malta and  Italy. As a 

child she had a vast array of musical talents ranging 

from her beautiful singing to her graceful dancing. 

At the age of 9 she even learned how to play the 

piano adding to her list of musical abilities. Her 

icons are people like Stevie Wonder and Aretha 

Franklin.  

 

At the  age of 16 she became  a TV presenter, a 

model and a singer. She has played with people like 

Taio Cruz being his support act at the Indigo O2 

Arena.  

 

Her visit to Canons High was on the 27th January. 

She played us some songs including If I Were A 

Boy (Beyonce), Achilles Heel (Brooke) , Fairytale 

(Brooke) and My Baby Love (Brooke).  Her voice 

was beautiful and she managed to keep the whole 

hall quiet.  

 

Her songs were almost hypnotic,  and very relaxing.  

For her last song Achilles Heel she got the audience 

involved, people were singing, some of the students 

were even dancing on stage with her.  

 

After her amazing show she gave  people signed 

cards and CDs. Some people even got T shirts!  

To conclude she is a young lady who is destined for 

great things in the world of 

music.  

Shadows  
 

Darkness is there, 

When you turn around, 

In every corner, 

It waits to be found 

 

Evil grins, 

And dismal eyes, 

Thatôs what makes this, 

So divine 

 

Run away! Run away! 

But it will get you, 

For you can never hide, 

It will pop out in the blue! 

 

When it fades away, 

And itôs not behind you, 

It hasnôt really gone, 

No matter what you do 

 

It waits for an opportunity, 

For when to strike again, 

Waiting for some light, 

It can only strike then 

 

It follows you everywhere, 

Where ever you go, 

We call it, 

Our  SHADOW   

 

Mursalin Azim 
 



Sixth Form   

View from the Sixth  
Adnan Rafique, writes in his monthly column 

about reality, hopes and the Sixth Form 

Following the disastrous events in early January �± the Haiti appeal has be-

come an  international and much followed event supported by people from all 

over the world.  

Sixth formers, as well as lower school groups have united to show their sup-

port and also have shown integrity by donating to UNICEF who are there to 

support the children of Haiti. Myself and others have gone to great lengths  to 

try and fundraise in many ways and we hope that the money collected will go 

far in helping those who most need it most .  

Students in Year 12 and 13 are expecting good news [come March] we should 

�V�H�H���K�D�S�S�\���I�D�F�H�V���D�Q�G���P�X�F�K���H�[�F�L�W�H�P�H�Q�W�����³�1�H�Z���\�H�D�U���I�R�O�O�R�Z�H�G���E�\���H�[�D�P�V�����L�V�Q�¶�W��
�U�H�D�O�O�\���P�\���W�K�L�Q�J�´���V�D�\�V���9�L�Q�X���I�U�R�P���<�H�D�U�������������:�K�L�O�V�W���P�R�V�W���Z�R�U�N���L�Q���W�K�H���V�W�X�G�\���U�R�R�P����
others have chosen instead to retreat to the library to revise. Surely Ms. 

Franklin is happy about that. Others however,  have tried to balance their 

�U�H�Y�L�V�L�R�Q���>�Z�L�W�K���P�\���³�Z�R�U�N�L�Q�J�´���P�H�W�K�R�G�V�@���D�Q�G���H�Q�M�R�\���W�K�H���Q�H�Z���\�H�D�U���F�H�O�H�E�U�D�W�L�R�Q�V���� 

On the 11th of February we are playing football against the staff; Sixth form-

ers v.  Teachers �± fund raising again for Haiti..  Who will own the pitch? Who 

will be victorious? Come and watch the game this Thursday and cheer on 

your team. 


