As the year The festive season
comes to an end, IS upon us! How
we conclude with will you celebrate?
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Award -
winning poet,
Valerie

Bloom, speaks
to 3 of our
journalists
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* Whitehead re-
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élan when he
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Ben Xhydius

FEATURES
Jal al 6s
wordsearch

T —

EMur sal i'nﬁ
| Christmas

R L R R S

For better or for worse?:
Canonso cant
the digital age

g | poem
» |
' { Page 7 4
: i

i B B B B B B B B B B B B B B B B B B B B B B B B B B B B B B B B B B

eI 0 3030 00 00 3030300 0003 300000 0 3 30 e e

L e

F ¥



2009 has not been with-

out its trials. But then
again, that can be said of

The barbed comment of Gordon Brown, the

Pri me Minister, concer neveryh}éeafll asso of hi's

political rivals could probably sum up the I have to admit not much of my efforts this year have
Editor _-in -Chief year. A complete set of melancholy behaviour, gone towards Astronomy and Natural Fibres even
dim realities and a handful of redun dancies; a  though it was designated by the international commu-
financial climate in gloom, a nity for focus on these subjects.

political system in disarray and
quality of life dropping to a new

editorial

The Canon team

Haroon Mohamoud

But |1 6m sure many will agree

Editor low.. new US President was a landmark not only for those on
the other side of the Atlantic but a message to us all that
Mursalin Azim In the House of Commons, the Yes, we can!..do things if we try. Obstacles are there to

PM told Mr Cameron fl hRegpyercerge and laughed atin times of success.
say, that with you and Mr. Goldsmith your A few days of snow in February permitted relaxation in

the home while the credit crunch crept its hand into the

Assistant Editor inheritance tax policy seems to have dreamed Doc *( eé s of the worldsoé banks
‘ up on the playing fields o ttono
Guleid Farah , Despite political, financial and
It was mainly targeted at the Tory Party . .
(hence the names) - the stereotypically con- social turmOII, we have SUC_'
Creative Director [ ;,ﬁh,‘! servative, upper class rank of ceeded. We have laughed in the

Ben Xhydius ; r’h dons, aristocrats and million- face of adversity!

i ‘ aires.
r The leader of the party , David The repercussions we are still suffering but by uniting,
Cameron (inset), contested the the world has certainly won.

Feature writers remarks by saying they were

~ . R ~ . Te al ulis r th additipn tq the Twilight
teful d tt . Tegng and adulis rgad QP\?“E n tq the Twilig
Zahra Mohamoud hspitetul o an hpe Y9 series wit great anumpaﬁon or the fﬁm (See review on
my background or where | am from or any- the back page)
Adnan Rafique thing about my life Iiké F*h&id And if political

tactic could be avoided , he added candidly, Political turmoil struck in Zimbabwe, The Philippines ,

AiThat what people are iyddgakar afddrad cusbdeitiePdy election rigging,

General Assistant wher.e you have come from, but where you are dissatisfaction or campaigning.
going to.o
Neal Dhanjee Dubai was then hit significantly in the world of finance.
His background is significant for his private
schooling at the exclusive £28,000 a year And as another iPhone app enters the world everyday,
N . Eton College in Berkshire. Fellow Tories and we as humans are becoming more technologically
Publishing Advisor Old Etonians include Boris Johnson, Mayor of advanced.
Jermain Dunkley London and Sir George Young. The issue in
guestion was taxes. Son of a billionaire finan-
cier, Zac Goldsmith, is currently a candidate Canons now haS a 72%
. for Parliament & who despite living in the UK
Administrator__ for more than 90 daysd proclaimed he had a GCSE paSS rate
Sadil Narayan non domicile tax status.

Tow comprehensive surveys placed the

fitoffisho Tories on 40%I:0re(a:\am@n_9|ftoha8)beena

points ahead of the Liberal democrats. .
Ms. Eranklin & Librarian frU|thI yeal’ An International Award was

Butis ra's,'_ng aclass War the7be,5t thing to do won and a new year group was confirmed for the coming
come political party disarray? With a dysfunc- academic year ; Year 7 will be enrolled in September

Mentor

tional cabinet, deteriorating election ratings 2010.
The Canon, Ltd. and a disgruntled public, can class help brown
Published by Canons into re-election? The Sixth Form building was finally completed and a
Hiah School ' ' ' _ record 72 per cent achieved 5 GCSEs passes with grades
9 One Guardian columnistd a leftish leaning A*-C; an amazing statistic for a state maintained school
Shaldon Road, Edgware publication & said the PM shou.ld not last until in suburban London.

March or May. For the time being, brown as

Middlesex HA8 6AN well as everyone else can enjoy a Christmas For the reading school community a more tolerant Pri-
and new year o6out of of\vateEyetSpectator was published for the first time; this

~ one being the third.
London Borough of We continue to be thankful for the support of Ms. Frank-

Harrow lin, the Librarian, and Ms. Rowlands our Head teacher.
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Award -winning poet Valerie Bloom visits

il felt

_ _ ASpellbinding , en
ened, inspired :: igmatic , simply
and proved the best 0

wrong: poetry is

Vibrant, charismatic, fun, honoured, tri-  and genres of poems. She also told us Zahra Mohamoud, also in 8AD, said:
umphant and articulate. about how she got her ideas. She taught\yhen Valerie Bloom came to our

Being born in the hot-weathered and ani- creativity was the answer school she performed for us. | was

mated West Indies, poetry and oral prow- Valerie Bloom had a workshop with really looking forward to it ; she was

ess was second nature to Valerie Bloom each class. She invited us to explore dif-1 T A T £ OET OA AAOO OE/
from a young age. OferenVppss oMpbeims dndtd wrieS S Be®fe and knew it was going to be

as | could write. My mother, brother and  5ome classes did list poems, some did great. This turned out to be true. When
grandmother read she performed she

to me as a toddler, o was very good, with a

She gaid.Hot Like clear voice and most
Fire is an anthology important of all she

of poems including included us in as
Kisko Pop, Pirates, many things as she
gg%?(@éerﬁzsléoo o could. She taught us
Maths I8 2 Groat some wo'rds |n.Jama|-
Problem with Me can Patois, which

: were very useful be-

Her influences: the ; e
late Louise Bennett- cause she used alot o
Jamaican words in

Coverley, a compa-
y P her poems. Her po-

triot and the first
writer to print in ems were very good
Patois, enriched and not like all the o
Bl oomds yo I OEAOO8 ) AEA
works are truly ho- to like poetry that
listic; hailing much, but now having
6di fferent researched her and
di fferent having read more of
her poems, she is one

believes 0 _
hear [a poem/book] of my favourite poets
now, plus best of all

they are energised
she made me love

to write.d
honours degree and : poetry. My friends
an honorary masters from the University pizza poems. | found this activity very  and I loved it so much we asked her to

of Kent, Valerie Bloom was awarded an  exciting as we were working with a re- ~ sign one of her books for us. We were

From left: Valerie Bloom with Haroon
Mohamoud, Mursalin Azim and Ben
Xhydius

MBE in 2008 for her contribution to nowned poet and it got my brain pump- all inspired by this poet. | would rec-
creative writing. ing. | would very much like to do this ommend these poems to everyone |
Mursalin Azim, 8AD, said: again but explore a different ways of know, because there are all fun, ener-
She talked to all of us about different StylesCarvmg my ideas into the world. getic and joyous.

WANT 7o WrITEFOR THE CANON
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Biometric cashless system: quick queues

and swift service.

The school is obviously proud of the
new biometric, cashless system. The
mention alone sends tingles down the
spines of senior staff and rumbles in
the tummies of hungry students each
day at 12.30.

In operation since Monday 16th No-
vember, the system has been a suc-
cess.ParentPay, has provided the
service for a little over 2 years
through the school
pany, Harrisons and to other schools
including St
Croydon.

=t

Speeds up delivery at POS
Shortens queues

Reduces incidence of pupils leaving
school premises

Increases school mealtake up
(c.20% on average)

Enables healthy eating promotions
Automates back office functions
Removescash from playground

Alleviates free meal stigma
(CRB Solutions)

A talk with the School Business Man-
ager, Ms. Nasser, was enlightening .

The idea initially came when Ms.
Nasser filooked at
in other schools and considered the
benefits in the
And why Canons? We agree that the
gueues have
to carry cash in school, bullying and
theft has been reduced and it elimi-
nates [the] stigma around Free
School Meals and fraudulent use of
tokens. 0

No surprises there. Many of the peo-
ple I questioned supported the
school 6s

With Harrisons, healthy eating has
been promoted from the onset. But

Pet e ridggvhererd gonitanithe firg plage o | i

C Odihfilef Waly.

i ngenuitywas

By: HAROON MOHAMOUD

Was it all meant to be?

t he
and

new system Aprovide
promotes purchases

Bizarre rumours have spread covertly of finger-
print usage. Ms. Nasser
tem does not take afingerprint but simply con-
verts the key points of
nary codes which can only be used and read by the
Biometrics System1 solely for this purpose. It

cannot be used for anything else.
s6 catering com-

| feel silly having proposed such an ideai wonder-
n

i Me MY &rcLo
Apositived and
of Canonso.

W ts WAfS§
been

reac
t h

eased,! tA pluaps |50 lgvoinddU s InYe eldb e e n]

the beginning, but [we are] much more comfort-

able now with the syste
Aithat is has resulted i
and charges being madebo
iers.

From the old manual tills, more difficulties could

have been expected than
really only on the
vice has quickly dArecti

on diet
f oods o

s
of

figures
heal t hy

seems to | augh.

a student 6s fi

ng

Plans for the future? Plans are to
expand ParentPay
monies can also be collected in
this way. o

The future looks bright for a cash-
less Canons and even brighter for
fingerprint usage?

Where shall we go next?

tion has fAon t he
e students have r
a steep |l earnin
m. 0 There is agre
TopPiflgfuifis veryCelsy Ayl § @

phahepsyle nachihelisgtatidned r|  t
in the canteen foyer with clear
signs, information and steps to
follow.
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fiedod this mistak



