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The barbed comment of Gordon Brown, the 

Prime Minister, concerning the ñclassò of his 

political rivals could probably sum up the 

year. A complete set of melancholy behaviour, 

dim realities and a handful of redun dancies;  a 

financial climate in gloom, a 

political system in disarray and 

quality of life dropping to a new 

low.. 

In the House of Commons, the 

PM told Mr Cameron ñI have to 

say, that with you and Mr. Goldsmith your 

inheritance tax policy seems to have dreamed 

up on the playing fields of Etonò 

It was mainly targeted at the Tory Party 

(hence the names) - the stereotypically con-

servative, upper class rank of 

dons, aristocrats and million-

aires. 

The leader of the party , David 

Cameron (inset), contested the 

remarks by saying they were 

ñspitefulò and ñpettyò. He said ñI never hide 

my background or where I am from  or any-

thing about my life like that.ò And if  political 

tactic could be avoided , he added candidly, 

ñThat what people are interested in is not 

where you have come from, but where you are 

going to.ò 

His background is significant for his private 

schooling at the exclusive £28,000 a year 

Eton College in Berkshire. Fellow Tories and 

Old Etonians include Boris Johnson, Mayor of 

London and Sir George Young. The issue in 

question was taxes. Son of a billionaire finan-

cier, Zac Goldsmith, is currently a candidate 

for Parliamentðwho despite living in the UK 

for more than 90 daysðproclaimed he had a 

non domicile tax status. 

Tow comprehensive surveys placed the 

ñtoffishò Tories on 40%, leaving Labour only 

points ahead of the Liberal democrats. 

But is raising a class war the best thing to do 

come political party disarray? With a dysfunc-

tional cabinet, deteriorating election ratings 

and a disgruntled public, can class help brown 

into re -election? 

One Guardian columnistða leftish leaning 

publication ðsaid the PM should not last until 

March or May. For the time being, brown as 

well as everyone else can enjoy a Christmas 

and new year óout of officeô. 

 

2009 has not been with-
out its trials. But then 
again, that can be said of 
every year!  
I have to admit not much of my efforts this year have 
gone towards Astronomy and Natural Fibres even 
though it was designated by the international commu-
nity for focus on these subjects. 
 
But Iôm sure many will agree that the inauguration of the 
new US President was a landmark not only for those on 
the other side of the Atlantic but a message to us all that 
Yes, we can!...do things if we try. Obstacles are there to 
be overcome and laughed at in times of success. 
 A few days of snow in February permitted relaxation in 
the home while the credit crunch crept its hand into the 
pockets of the worldsô banks and the worldôs wealthiest. 

The repercussions we are still suffering but by uniting,  
the world has certainly won. 
 
Teens and adults read the new addition to the Twilight 
series with great anticipation for the film (see review on 
the back page). 
 
Political turmoil struck in Zimbabwe, The Philippines , 
Madagascar and Iran caused either by election rigging, 
dissatisfaction  or campaigning.  
 
Dubai was then hit significantly in the world of finance.  
 
And as another iPhone app enters the world everyday, 
we as humans are becoming more technologically-
advanced.  

 
 
 
 

For Canons it has been a 
fruitful year. An International Award was 

won  and a new year group was confirmed for the coming 
academic year ; Year 7  will be enrolled in September 
2010. 
 
The Sixth Form building was finally completed and a 
record 72 per cent achieved  5 GCSEs passes with grades 
A*-C; an amazing statistic for a state-maintained school 
in suburban London.  
 
For the reading school community a more tolerant Pri-
vate Eye/Spectator was published for the first time; this 
one being the third.  
 
We continue to be thankful for the support of Ms. Frank-
lin, the Librarian, and Ms. Rowlands our Head teacher.  
 
 
 
 

Canons now has a 72% 
GCSE pass rate  

Despite political, financial and 
social turmoil, we have suc-
ceeded. We have laughed in the 
face of adversity!  
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From left: Valerie Bloom with Haroon 

Mohamoud, Mursalin Azim and Ben 

Xhydius  

WANT TO WRITE FOR THE CANON? 

YOUR CONTRIBUTION IS VITAL! 

Award -winning poet Valerie Bloom visits  

Vibrant, charismatic, fun, honoured, tri-
umphant and articulate.  

Being born in the hot -weathered and ani-
mated West Indies, poetry and oral prow-
ess was second nature to Valerie Bloom 
from a young age. óI was writing as soon 
as I could write. My mother, brother and 
grandmother read 
to me as a toddler,ô 
she said. Hot Like 
Fire is an anthology  
of poems including 
Kisko Pop, Pirates, 
Dreamless, 
Cookoorickoo and 
Maths Is a Great 
Problem with Me.  
Her influences: the 
late Louise Bennett-
Coverley, a compa-
triot and the first 
writer to print in 
Patois, enriched 
Bloomôs youth. Her 
works are truly ho-
listic; hailing 
ódifferent people in 
different ways.ô She 
believes óonce they 
hear [a poem/book] 
they are energised 
to write.ô With an 
honours degree and 
an honorary masters from the University 
of Kent, Valerie Bloom was awarded an 
MBE in 2008 for her contribution to 
creative writing.  

Mursalin Azim, 8AD, said:  

She talked to all of us about different styles 

and genres of poems. She also told us 
about how she got her ideas. She taught 
creativity was the answer. 

Valerie Bloom had a workshop with 
each class. She invited us to explore dif-
ferent types of poems and to write. 
Some classes did list poems, some did 

pizza poems. I found this activity very 
exciting as we were working with a re-
nowned poet and it got my brain pump-
ing. I would very much like to do this 
again but explore a different ways of 
carving my ideas into the world. 

Zahra Mohamoud, also in 8AD, said:  

When Valerie Bloom came to our 
school she performed for us. I was 
really looking forward to it ; she was 
ÏÎÅ ÏÆ ÔÈÏÓÅ ÁÃÔÓ ÔÈÁÔ ÙÏÕ ÈÁÄÎȭÔ ÓÅÅÎ 
before and knew it was going to be 
great. This turned out to be true. When 

she performed she 
was very good, with a 
clear voice and most 
important of all she 
included us in as 
many things as she 
could. She taught us 
some words in Jamai-
can Patois, which 
were very useful be-
cause she used a lot of 
Jamaican words in 
her poems. Her po-
ems were very good 
and not like all the 
ÏÔÈÅÒÓȢ ) ÄÉÄÎȭÔ ÕÓÅÄ 
to like poetry that 
much, but now having 
researched her and 
having read more of 
her poems, she is one 
of my favourite poets 
now, plus best of all 
she made me love 
poetry. My friends 

and I loved it so much we asked her to 
sign one of her books for us. We were 
all inspired by this poet. I would rec-
ommend these poems to everyone I 
know, because there are all fun, ener-
getic and joyous. 

ñvibrantò ñBy far: my fave!ò 

ñSpellbinding , en-
igmatic , simply 
the best ò 

ñI felt enlight-

ened, inspired 

and proved 

wrong: poetry is 

ñIroni-
cally, I 
was lost 
for 
words.ò 



     Vol I; Issue III              December 2009                            The Canon 

Feature 

 

Page   4 

Biometric cashless system: quick queues 
and swift service. Was it all meant to be?  
The school is obviously proud of the 

new biometric, cashless system. The 

mention alone sends tingles down the 

spines of senior staff and rumbles in 

the tummies of hungry students each 

day at 12.30. 

In operation since Monday 16th No-

vember, the system has been a suc-

cess. ParentPay, has provided the 

service for a little over 2 years 

through the schoolsô catering com-

pany, Harrisons and to other schools 

including St Peterôs Primary School in 

Croydon. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A talk with the School Business Man-

ager, Ms. Nasser, was enlightening . 

The idea initially came when Ms. 

Nasser ñlooked at what was in place 

in other schools and considered the 

benefits in the context of Canonsò. 

And why Canons? We agree that the 

queues have eased, ñpupils donôt need 

to carry cash in school, bullying and 

theft has been reduced and it elimi-

nates [the] stigma around Free 

School Meals and fraudulent use of 

tokens.ò 

No surprises there. Many of the peo-

ple I questioned supported the 

schoolôs ingenuity.  

With Harrisons, healthy eating has 

been promoted from the onset. But 

In operation: the high -tech 

tills are part and parcel of 

the service provided.  

Topping-up is very easy. A pay-

phone-style machine is stationed 

in the canteen foyer with clear 

signs, information and steps to 

follow.  

By: HAROON MOHAMOUD  

the new system ñprovides figures on dietary habits 

and promotes purchases of healthy foodsò. 

Bizarre rumours have spread covertly of finger-

print usage. Ms. Nasser seems to laugh. ñThe sys-

tem does not take a fingerprint but simply con-

verts the key points of a studentôs finger into bi-

nary codes which can only be used and read by the 

Biometrics System ï solely for this purpose. It 

cannot be used for anything else. 

I feel silly having proposed such an idea ï wonder-

ing where I got it in the first place.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The staff membersô reaction has ñon the wholeò 

been ñpositiveò and  the students have reacted in a 

similar way.  

It has ñobviously [been] a steep learning curve at 

the beginning, but [we are] much more comfort-

able now with the system.ò There is agreement 

ñthat is has resulted in more accurate accounting 

and charges being madeò especially for the cash-

iers. 

From the old manual tills, more difficulties could 

have been expected than ñone minor issueò which 

was really only on the supplierôs behalf. Swift ser-

vice has quickly ñrectifiedò this mistake. 

Key Benefits  

Speeds up delivery at POS 

Shortens queues 

Reduces incidence of pupils leaving 

school premises 

Increases school meal take up 

(c.20% on average) 

Enables healthy eating promotions 

Automates back office functions  

Removes cash from playground 

Alleviates free meal stigma 
(CRB Solutions)  

Plans for the future? Plans are to 

expand ParentPay ñso that trip 

monies can also be collected in 

this way.ò 

The future looks bright for a cash-

less Canons and even brighter for 

fingerprint usage?  

Where shall we go next? 

 

 


